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G E N D E R  E Q U A L I T Y  I S  E S S E N T I A L  

F O R  A C H I E V I N G  A L L  1 7  S D G S
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PROGRESS TOWARD GENDER EQUALITY AND AFFORDABLE 

AND CLEAN ENERGY NEEDS TO ACCELERATE    

Without a change in course, an estimated 660 million people will still lack electricity access, and around 1.8 billion 

will go without clean cooking fuels and technologies by 2030.
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1.5 million women and girls died prematurely 

from household air pollution caused by cooking 

fuels. It is the third leading cause of female 

death, following heart disease and stroke. 

Universal access to clean cooking could save 

women an average of 40 hours a week. 

Electrification increases women’s employment 
outside the home by 9 to 23 percentage points. 



Adverse outcomes for women and girls are many and specific to their sex and 

gendered roles in society 
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Momentum leading up to 2030 must translate promises into action on gender 
equality, including promise of eradicating all forms of GBV
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Solar and wind capacity is growing 

exponentially in some regions, but not all. 

In Somalia, solar electrification went from 0 to 17% 

in the past decade, but the Power Africa USAID-

funded program has recently been terminated. 



Increased demand for clean 

energy and low-carbon solutions is 

driving an unprecedented 

transformation of the energy 

sector. But women are being left 

out. Women hold only 32% of 

renewable energy jobs. 
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Women entrepreneurs are playing a vital role 
in the clean cookstove movement, 
empowering themselves and their 
communities by selling improved cookstoves.

“User preference is extremely important for stove adoption and continued use; the 
literature has seen low rates of adoption and use among both unclean Tier 1–3 and pro-

health Tier 4+ stoves.” However, users will and even want to adopt and use healthy, clean 
options, if affordable and functional.” Gill-Wiehl and Kammen, 2022. 
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Affordable and clean energy can catalyse gender 

equality, poverty alleviation and social norms 

transformation, but many women remain 

without it. 

Unless progress accelerates, by 2030, an 

estimated 341 million women and girls will still 

lack electricity; 85 per cent will reside in sub-

Saharan Africa. 
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Without urgent action, we risk creating a world where high-tech 
solutions thrive in some regions while millions remain in darkness 
elsewhere.



T H A N K  Y O U
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